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FORÊT : 8th MANIFESTATION INTERNATIONALE 
 
Forêt/Forest: 8th Manifestation Internationale of Champ Libre is an event that examines the Quartier International de Montréal 
[QIM]. It implies 5 days of activities (book launch, international symposium and fundraising campaign) surrounding an artistic programming 
of 20 site specific installations or architectural stagings exploited by new media arts, video and performance. 
 
THE EVENT DIVIDES ITSELF INTO FIVE SPHERES:   

• A central site presenting 4 major site specific interventions (2 of foreign authors and 2 Canadians, of which one Montrealer).  
Two will be invited and two chosen from the international call.   

• A secondary site presenting 16 interventions of artists of the new media and of architects, in a collective site specific 
exhibition (half foreign, half Canadian).  The projects will have been chosen from the international call.   

• A book presenting all the mentioned interventions above plus 20 others having raised the interest among all the ones received 
to the open call (for a total of forty).   

• An international symposium questioning art, architecture, new technologies and the public space; setting a critical look on the 
projects presented in the events framework, on QIM and on the relation of all of these to the theme of the forest.   

• Creative workshops, guided tours, meetings directed by and with the local and international participants to the event.   
 
Cécile Martin will be in charge of the scenography of the whole event, will coordinate all the spheres of the event and will remain the 
curator in charge of the project.  Nevertheless, a Montreal based programming committee composed of specialists from the fields of art, 
architecture, new technologies and public spaces, will give her counselling concerning the programming of the Manifestation. 
 

IMPORTANT: Please note that the current version of Forest/Forest:  8th Manifestation Internationale of Champ Libre is dependent on 
obtaining all the financing and partnerships necessary to its realization.  The project is therefore subject to change. 

 

     
Left: Cité des Ondes : 5th Manifestation Internationale, Craig Pumping Station, September 2002. Photo : Guy Lheureux 

Right: Désert : 6th Manifestation Internationale, des Carrières Incinerator, September 2004. Photo : Marc Gibert 

 

 
City-Art-Technology Symposium, Grande Bibliothèque-Montréal, September 2006. Photo : Cécile Martin  
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A SITE : THE QIM 

 
IN THE CONTINUITY OF A RICH HISTORY THAT UNFOLDS ONTO AN ASSEMBLING OF COMPLEXE USES OF THE SITE 
THROUGH ACCUMULATED LAYERS, HOW CAN THE OCCUPATIN OF THE PUBLIC SPACE PARTICIPATE TO THE 
FUTURE DEVELOPMENT OF QIM WHICH TENDENCIES CANNOT CEASE? 
 
Faithful to its site specific presentation approach, Champ Libre will present the 8th edition of its Manifestation Internationale on an urban 
site in full mutation, the Quartier International de Montréal (QIM).  At the time of this event, the urban space of the QIM, situated in the 
Ville-Marie district – at the junction of the Business Center, the Chinese Neighbourhood and Old Montreal – will be invested and staged in 
order to propose an interdisciplinary site specific programming touching the fields of architecture, urban planning and media arts.  The 
event Forêt/Forest will propose interventions that will confer a new identity to the site of the event, as well as to the city of Montreal 
recognized at internationally.  The scale of the interventions that will be programmed, just as their capacity to impose themselves, will 
give to the site a value as symbol, stressing thus its legibility, and will reveal the variety of experiences there previously being concealed. 
 
A RECONVERSION PROJECT  
Realized in 2004, QIM is the most important project of urban infrastructures of all of Quebec.  This project of rehabilitation and of 
revitalisation won many prizes and distinctions, for its buildings as much as for its design of public spaces.  These installations were co-
financed by funds public and the association of landlords of the QIM, and the central zone of the overall plan, be the place John Paul 
Riopelle, was inspired and developed around the theme of the urban forest.   
 

 
La Joute Fountain, Jean-Paul Riopelle Square.  
Photo : Alain Laforest 

 
VARIETY OF OCCUPATION  
The project of renovation of the whole neighbourhood was made possible thanks to the variety of implied partners in its realization.  Now 
one has to acknowledge that in daily reality, the variety of occupation of the public spaces of this neighbourhood as well as their evolution 
follow a more uniform model.  This scenario will remain a reality as long as will not have taken place interventions that allow the 
reinterpretation of the existent as well as its transformation and its evolution.   
Because of the particularity of the occupation of the street level and underground found in QIM, architects and the general public need to 
improve their comprehension of the simultaneous adaptations to this urban environment that happened as a result of activities and of 
initiatives developed by public and private structures grouped together and have influenced their own built environment.  This speech is 
required in order to foresee and to reply to the spatial present and future conception challenges within our big cosmopolitan cities as well 
as to the evolution of the existing.   
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PARASITIC, APPROPRIATION AND MUTATION 
INTERVENTION 
In the framework of its events, Champ Libre gives access to 
sites unrecognized by the general public (Craig Pumping Station 
in 2002, Des Carrières Incinerator in 2004).  This process 
applied to QIM will create in itself a new site in the 
neighbourhood (unveiling it to the imagination of the general 
public) and will participate in the evolution of this public space.  
Through a process of transformation, sort of parasitic 
intervention on the existing architecture, Champ Libre 
questions the will of immutability proper to this discipline; the 
one that rejects site transformative actions conducted by 
individuals or communities within a city, a neighbourhood, or a 
building.  By the modified experience of the chosen spaces, 
Champ Libre offers possible participation in and appropriation 
of the space public by the general public.  This approach 
pursues the history of the Quartier International de Montréal, 
one which has seen over centuries this ravine at the foot of the 
old city walls, crossed by a river, then by the subway, an open 
sky expressway, and finally covers by high-rise buildings.  This 
site that never finished its mutation, its evolution by 
accumulation of functional strata gave birth to the new 
typology of a high-rise inhabited bridge.  
 
 

 
Main hall, Caisse de Dépôts et Placements du Québec (CDP), 
Architectural: Consortium Gauthier Daoust Lestage / Faucher Aubertin / 
Brodeur Gauthier / Lemay and associates architecture and urban 
design, 2003 
Photo : Cécile Martin 
 

 
Reproduction in 3D of segments of the pedestrian network 
adjacent to the convention center (Palais des Congrès) 

Source : Observatoire de la Ville Intérieure 
 
 
 

A HISTORY OF LAYERS  
In QIM, the architecture and urban planning comprises pre 
EXPO 67 buildings and urban infrastructures that are again in 
use and remain now that they are surrounded on all sides by 
and connected to those of the XXIst Century.  QIM underwent 
an exemplary mutation (of the one that undergo our 
contemporary cities), within which the coexisting of different 
occupations accumulated through time form a new 
environment.  A section through QIM reveals the different 
relations existing between the buildings and their environment, 
the buildings between themselves and with the akin 
infrastructures of transportation (expressway, subway, 
underground parking).  All of these elements will be informed, 
discussed and will form the speculative basis as to the 
becoming of the neighbourhood.  The Manifestation will 
present installations of new media art and of architecture that 
interpret the site and their histories, interventions that nourish 
and reinvent the parameters of its existence, have the capacity 
to project the neighbourhood in the future.   
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TOOLS OF INTERPRETATION  
Cet événement reliera le grand public, la jeunesse et la 
communauté du design afin de générer une compréhension et 
une expérience exclusive des riches paysages tridimensionnels 
et multifonctionnels de QIM. Une trousse d’outils de 
compréhension et d’action sera produite, permettant au public 
de prendre possession des procédés affectant le 
développement de l'architecture contemporaine et la 
conception urbaine de nos villes, alors qu’ils révèlent de 
nouvelles façons de transformer et qualifier celles-ci.  
Le livre fournira une vaste cartographie, des photographies et 
descriptions textuelles des 200 ans d’histoire du site résultant 
dans l'état présent d'occupation du sol. 
  

Facade of the Palais des Congrès de Montréal (convention center)

 

 
Schematic section of the Quartier International de Montréal  

 
A HIGH-RISE INHABITED BRIDGE  
QIM is the project and produce of a new typology of building, the one of a high-rise inhabited bridge covering a narrow but long rift at the 
heart of the city center that appeared after the dug in the open sky Ville-Marie expressway.  The book will document existing and new 
examples of multifunctional interventions that could affect the quality of the built environment.  It will reveal the evolution of the site and 
will create the consciousness of a new typology of architectural interventions by accumulated layers on a given site.  The multilayering 
reveals to us an alternative procedure to the monumental tabula rasa or to the horizontal spreading known in urban planning and in 
architecture and that allows the rejecting of all pre-existing environment.  Thus, following its tradition of reinterpretation, of 
appropriation anew of existing functions in public given sites, Champ Libre will choose a spatially remarkable and unknown space of QIM 
for the event, revealing its existence to the public.  The access to the site will create in itself a major expectation.   
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A THEME: FORÊT/FOREST 
 
HOW DOES THE THEME, WHILE INSPIRING NEW STRATEGIES OF INTERVENTION, INFLUENCE AND PLAY A 
RENEWED PART IN THE FABRICATION AND FABRIC OF THE CITY TIED WITHIN THE COMPLEXITY OF ITS 
SIMULTANEOUS USES? 
 
The (urban) Forest, theme inspired by the guiding idea of the 2003 restoration plan of QIM’s public spaces will serve as guiding 
thread in order to connect the Manifestation Internationale to the existing environments and infrastructures, to underline aspects of 
the sites akin to the theme and to propose alternate interpretations of the theme and of QIM through the programming of the event.   
 
THE URBAN FOREST  
Let us recall that it is the arrival of the Dutch elm disease at the beginning of the 1960’s in Canada that eradicated almost all the 
trees of the cities that has seen the birth of the Urban Forestry federal program in 1973 led by Eric Jorgensen, considered by several 
as the grandfather of the urban forest, inventing the first definition of this branch.   
  

Urban forestry is a specialized branch of forestry and has as its objective the cultivation and management of trees for their present 
and potential contribution to the physiological, sociological. and economic well being of urban society. These contributions include the 
over-all ameliorating effect of trees on their environment, as well as their recreational and general amenity value. (Jorgensen, 1993) 

 
Champ Libre will call upon many Canadian-wide and international specialists of the forest that do not consider this one in terms of 
matter to manage but as symbolic and cultural entity to participate to the event.   
 
 

 
 
The Mount-Royal, highest spot in the city (234m), is host to a 101-hectare park in the midst of Montreal island. In the 1860s, mass cutting of 
trees on the mountain for firewood outraged the populace and led to the area’s redesign by Frederick Law Olmsted, founder of landscape 
architecture. In 1954, many trees were cut down to “discourage immorality” in the underbrush. 60,000 trees had to be planted back in 1960.
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Il Barone Rampante (Le Baron Perché), 
Italo Calvino 1957 
The story relates the life during the XVIIIth 
century of a young aristocrat who decides, 
a beautiful day, to climb in a tree and to 
descend no more.  He will pass all his life 
in the trees, without setting foot on earth 
anymore, in order to show to his 
contemporaries the true meaning of liberty 
and intelligence, to show them especially 
that they live in mediocrity at the level of 
their relationship to nature, in their loves 
lacking in madness or their historic 
engagement. 
 

 
Ariau Amazon Towers Hotel, 1986 
(Brazil) 
A 7 tower luxury hotel situated to the 
northwest of Manaus, Brazil, with 288 
rooms high by 10-20 m above the tropical 
humid forest floor and connected by 
roughly 5 miles of catwalks; realizing thus 
an idea of Jacques Cousteau that was to 
follow the model of construction of the 
natives, that they can themselves construct 
it since they dominate the construction 
technique.  Inhabited by monkeys, this 
hotel offers panoramic 360 degrees suites, 
it is patronized by many Hollywood stars 
and politicians. 
 

 
The traditional pigeon hunting, les 
Landes (France)  
This tradition comes from the right to 
occupy the forest.  It is a matter while 
manoeuvring of domesticating pigeons, of 
attracting passing flights to make them 
land on the trees of the « palombière », 
and next to have the birds descend to the 
ground in order to capture them alive 
within the net.  The goal is to imitate birds 
in the process of landing, restoring or at 
rest in the woods.  The hunters are hidden 
in a hut from which they manoeuvre 
mechanics.  The size of this hut and 
installations can go from a group of ten to 
around fifty pigeon decoys, and many 
kilometres of concealed corridors that 
allow the hunters to move in the forest 
without being seen. 
 

 
Tanzlinde (Ballroom clothed with a tree), 
Preesten, 17th Century (Germany) 

 
Guinguette the Vrai Arbre (true tree) 
(1848-), Plessis Robinson.  (France)  
This high place for partying has attracted 
prestigious guests such as the Tsar of 
Russia and the King of Spain. It stands at 
the origin of the tracing of the RATP 
suburb train line and the change of name 
of the city. 
 

 
Treetops Lodge (1932-), National 
Aberdare Park (Kenya) 
This hotel was at the origin a renowned 
hunting platform having welcomed Queen 
Elizabeth II on the night of her coronation.  
It offers 50 rooms furnishing security and 
comfort away from the wilderness. 
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A RESOURCE VERSUS A UNIVERSE OF MYSTERY  
In this beginning of the XXIst Century, envision the forest 
mainly seems to limit itself to considering the good or bad 
management of a resource.  Now, at all times, civilizations 
have considered, well beyond this functional approach, the 
tree as an object of inspiration, opening on the elusive 
mystery of the universes that it conceals.  While observing 
the methods of establishment and of current management of 
trees, we are informed on the relationship that our society 
maintains with mystery.   
The constant evolution of the forest as an element of 
fascination – due among others to the richness of its 
imaginary extents – is before all for Champ Libre a place of 
philosophical and artistic inspiration.  The event Forêt/Forest 
will propose abundant contemporary universes of the 
unfathomable and will inspire itself, in its occupation of the 
public space, of the material malleability of the tree, natural 
entity to the scale of man and to the original act having 
enabled him to create an environment for himself that is 
adapted to him.   
 
 
A DEFINITION VERSUS AN ENVIRONMENT  
All the while exploring the forest theme, the contemporary 
notion of environment will be questioned and revisited.  In 
fact, it is while qualifying in objective manner contemporary 
urban environments that we name "forests" that will arise 
the notions underlying the wasted use of a word.  The event 
Forêt/Forest will propose new uses of contemporary 
collective space, coming closer to our real perception of the 
wooded and surpassing by these acts ordinary limitations 
that do not allow us to usually exploit fully our contemporary 
environments as spaces of three-dimensional explorations.   
 
AN INDIVIDUAL EXPERIENCE VERSUS A 
COLLECTIVE IDEAL  
Through a proposed scenography and works presented, the 
project Forêt/Forest will underline the complex relationship 
existing between the experience of the solitary man in the 
forest and the collective idealization of the virgin forest, this 
last representation of the ultimate entity, preserved from 
the presence and intervention of man; the forest becoming 
thus a place of experience and symbol of ressourcement.  It 
will be a matter of proposing interventions that recreate this 
experience and this space of idealization.   
 

 
Marc-Antoine (Abbé) Laugier, Essai sur l’Architecture 1753 
Some cut down branches in the forest are the sole materials to his 
design.  He chooses four of the strongest that he raises 
perpendicularly and that he disposes in a square.  Above, he puts 
four others in breadth and on these he raises some more that 
incline themselves, and that meet in a point on two sides.  This 
roof type is covered with rather squeezed leaves in order that nor 
the sun, nor rain, can penetrate; and here is man lodged.  It is true 
that the cold and the warmth will make him feel the inconvenience 
of his house opened on all sides; but then he will fill the in-
between of the pillars, and will find himself guaranteed. 
 

  
Entrance porch fountain,  
National Museum of Anthropology, Mexico 
 

 
Habitat of Korowai warrior tribes, New-Guinea
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WORKS IN DEMAND 
 
WHICH ARE THE INTERVENTIONS WITHIN THE CONTEMPORARY PUBLIC SPACE WHICH LASTINGLY AND 
PROFOUNDLY TRANSFORM THIS LATTER IN ITS USES, AS A SPACE OF EXPERIENCE BUT ALSO IN ITS 
SIGNIFICANCE? 
 
CITIZEN RESPONSABILISATION 
The present call for projects is addressed to new media artists, to architects and to professionals of fields related to these two 
disciplines.  They are invited to propose interventions in the public space that, beyond the disciplines proper to each, question the place in 
which they register themselves and propose a critical point of view on a problematic exterior to their professional specialty, related to 
the theme of the event.   
 

    
Broken Forest, Henrik Håkansson, 2006, Sweden (tree trunks, cables and sprinklers) 
 
PARTICIPATION OF THE SPECTATOR  
The works presented will possess at once the capacity to transform the space that they occupy and to let the public participate to this 
mutation.  Just as the public space cannot exist without the citizen, the interventions proposed by the Manifestation will not be able to do 
the economy of an active participation of the assistance.  Every work will have to offer at once a spatial device, an experience, and an 
interaction between the two.   
 
EXPLORATIONS SPATIO-TEMPORELLES  
While integrating itself in the chosen sites, the works gathered by the Manifestation will have to enable a new experience of these 
places.  Every work will have to propose a technological device exploring the limits of the spatial and temporal dimensions of the sites 
occupied.  These dimensions will be explored in terms of extension, of layering, of movement that handle the spectators and/or the device 
in their mobility, in order to transform the perception of the place occupied and offer new spaces of of daily exploration, of questioning of 
the uses of contemporary public space and disciplines that work and participate in this redefinition.   
 

    
Left: Photosynthesis (Testament), 1998, 8x8m, Angleterre (photosensitive genetically modified grass) 
Right: Drawing, Riga, 2004 (genetically modified grass), Heather Ackroyd & Dan Harvey 
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THE FLEETING AND THE DURABLE  
The Manifestation will propose fleeting interventions that 
reinvent our uses of technology, public spaces, art and 
architecture before being a monumental demonstration of 
technological processes.  They will have to question and 
transform durably the site that they occupy, until they become 
necessary to the experience of the place and require a 
permanent presence, belonging to, merging with the 
reinvention of the uses and the perception of these locations.  
The interventions will be selected for their ease of realization 
and their capacity to become a permanent occupation of the 
site, thus being accessible to the public day and night, during 
many years and in all meteorological conditions (rain, sun, 
snow, etc).   
 

 
Theo Jansen, Straandbeest, 2007 
This new nature is not of pollen or seeds but plastic yellow tubes are 
used as basic material. These skeletons are able to walk on the wind. 

 
REQUIRED AIMS  
The programming will reply to the body of objectives of the 
Manifestation and criteria of selection of the artworks in 
demands such as described above, and each of the selected 
works will help to attain this global aim.  Each will be selected 
according to its capacity to contribute with a maximum of 
result and a minimum of required resources to the goals and 
objectives of the Manifestation.  The Manifestation is looking 
of works that bring together new media arts and architecture 
so that the event’s programming offers interventions with 
complementary visions that as precisely as possible reply to all 
the types of interventions that can be met in the public space.   

 
Werner Jeker, Signaldouleur, exposition nationale «Expo 02», 
Yverdon-les-Bains, Switzerland, 2002 
This playful and bewildering pavilion dives the visitor into the mood 
of pain.  Thousands of threads hang from the ceiling, certain 
luminous, plastics tubes, suspended in the air and that one can 
manipulate, illuminated by color lamps whispering narratives of pain. 

 
TYPES OF INTERVENTIONS  
Every intervention will have to be comprised of a site specific 
installation device allying architecture and media arts, 
integrating fixed and moving elements.  The performative 
interventions, the video or kinetic setups can be considered as 
long as they constitute an essential element integrated to the 
central device of the installation.   
IMPORTANT: Every site specific intervention will have to be 
conceived at once as device integrating itself totally to the site 
of its presentation, transforming this one in a radical and 
memorable manner, suggesting a permanent installation in 
these places (a light maintenance and a device sturdy enough to 
occupy in a permanent manner the public space will have to be 
envisioned) but equally as light and mobile device, easily being 
able to be moved in other public spaces (in the perspective that 
the program would be presented by other major events in the 
framework of an international tour).  The intervention will have 
therefore to reply to a universal problematic of the public space 
and to integrate itself to the specific conditions of every site.   
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Robert Wilson, Turning the Place over, Liverpool biennale, 
2008 
The egg-shaped cut of the facade of a building of the city 
center of Liverpool of 8 meters in diameter oscillates in three 
dimensions.  The turning facade rests on a gigantic specially 
conceived rotator, usually used in expedition and nuclear 
power industries, and acts as a huge « window » that opens 
and closes, offering recurrent general ideas of the interior 
during its constant daytime rotation cycle. 

 

 
TYPOLOGIES OF SPACE-TIME INTERVENTIONS  
The programming of the Manifestation will offer a contemporary response to the spatial typologies of interventions in the forest that 
represent the suspended hut (in reference to the childhood imaginary, to the hut of Robinson Crusoé or to the one perched of the 
traditional elk or collective pigeon hunt with its numerous mechanics to manoeuvre, the one of the Korowai of New Guinea), the arbre 
à Palabres (which like Saint-Louis under his tree gives forms to timeless authority and defines the spatial scale to which a 
participative community can gather, the druidic forest, a life tree, knowledge tree, the symbolic origin of the labyrinth, the tree of the 
Buddha’s meditation), the forest as origin of architecture (such as defined by Vitruve, the Abbé Laugier, Le Corbusier or Perrault, as 
transformable material, source of a pouring imaginary and of interventions), or any other.   
 
A SITE AND A THEME  
Every intervention will act as interpretative action, contextualized and contemporary to the chosen thematic of the event, site and 
methods of creation, of occupation, and of growth of the current public space.   
This positioning will be legible at once in the content of the work, the adopted strategy of intervention and the structure itself of the 
installation in its capacity to transform the perception of the site occupied. 
 
 

 
National week of the tree and forests (September 23 - 29 2007), 
Canada 
The Week of the tree and forests was creates in Nebraska, United 
States, in 1872, in order to campaign for the planting of trees in 
the big plains of the American West, in order to embellish cities 
and the countryside, and to fight against the climate’s harshness, 
notably while laying out wind shields.  Most of the American States 
next reserved a day per year to honour trees.  In 1896, Spain gave 
itself also a national festivity of the tree, The fiesta del arbol.  In 
1902, Italy imitated it with The festa dei alberi.  In Japan, an old 
strong custom wants one to plant a tree for the birth of a child. 

 
Mai, mois de l’arbre et des forêts, Quebec since 1882 
In Quebec, the festival of trees was established legally in 1882, 
with the intention of promoting the conservation of forests. In 2002, 
it became the « Month of the tree and forests » but remains ignored 
from the general public. 
 


